
AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
- Week of October 27, 2024 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings --------------------- $  1,725.51 

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund --------------- $     150.20

Missionary Offering, Children’s SS Class --------- $         2.52

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 11/03/24: $  1,878.23

- Week of October 27, 2024 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings --------------------- $  1,129.09 

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund --------------- $     150.20

Love Offering, Dr. Phil Stringer -------------------- $  1,603.00

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 10/27/24: $  2,882.29

- Week of October 20, 2024 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ---------------------- $  2,352.76

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ---------------- $     190.20

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 10/20/24: $  2,542.96

- Week of October 13, 2024 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ---------------------- $     605.55

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ---------------- $     150.20

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 10/13/24: $     755.75

- Week of October 6, 2024 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ---------------------- $  2,538.48

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 10/06/24: $  2,538.48

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed for
church operating expenses EACH WEEK,

as a minimum = $ 1,600.00
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SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES:

Sundays -
9:45 a.m. ------------------------------ Sunday School

 10:50 a.m. --------------------------- Morning Service

     6:30 p.m. --------------------------- Evening Service

Wednesdays -
7:00 p.m. ---------------------------- Evening Service

Bi-Monthly -
 11:50 a.m. or 5:30 p.m. --------- Ladies Bible Study

                         - 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month 

Church Directory
Todd W. White ------------------------------------------------------------------ Pastor

Debra Carlton, Mickie Shatwell, Lois Mae Floyd ---------------------- Pianists

Derek Quinnelly ---------------------------------------------------------------  Greeter

Kim Phillips; Shirley White/LeAnna White; Berdena Bergman/Debra

Carlton; Daniel Avery/GiGi Avery; & Keith Shufelt ---------------  Teachers

Larry & Mary Byars --------------------------------------------------------  Outreach

Keith Shufelt ---------------------------------------------------- Men’s Prayer Group

GinaMarie Shufelt ------------------------------------ Ladies Bible Study/Flowers

Seth White --------------------------------------------------------------- Sound/Video

Larry Byars, Derek Quinnelly, David Smith ----------------------------- Trustees

AND THE PEOPLE CAME...
- Week of November 3, 2024 -

Sunday School ------------------------------------------------- 20

Sunday Morning Service ------------------------------------- 30

Sunday Evening Service –----------------------------------- 09

Wednesday Evening Service ------------------------------- 14

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be

paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon 

Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all your

sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and

sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith

the Lord Jesus Christ, Who can save you from the

penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a

simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise

to save you, and thank Him for His salvation. 
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Can   A  Modern Man Believe In Hell?
by Dr. Angel Martinez 

“And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments...”

- Luke 16:23                           

T
he doctrine of hell is a salute to the freedom of  the will. If there were no hell, then man would not be

a free moral agent. For  if every man has to go to heaven, then heaven would become hell to those who

do not want to go. The enjoyment of anything is conditioned by the nature of the person. If you would

take a genuine Christian and place him in a night club where people are engaged in gradual self-destruction, the

Christian would be in hell; though for the unsaved man, such a place would be heaven. On the other hand, if you

were to place an unsaved man, carnal and selfish in his make up, in a prayer meeting, though to the Christian that would be heaven,

to him the prayer meeting would be hell. For an unsaved man to be forced to go to heaven when he doesn’t want to go, heaven would

become hell for him. 

When I was in my teens, I preached a strong sermon on hell in the course of a revival. A very suave and cultured lady came and

spoke to me after the service. She pleaded with me that I not preach on that subject again. She reminded me that such a view was not

consistent with the love of God for all men. God could never allow such a place to exist, and to preach such a doctrine would do

injustice to the mercy of God for us. I then responded by asking her what I should preach. She replied that I major on the Sermon on

the Mount. In that sermon is all the material for the minister. She did not know her Bible. She was stunned when I told her that one

could not preach the Sermon on the Mount without preaching on hell. Then I showed her Matthew 5:29, 30, where Jesus said, “If thy

right eye offend thee, pluck it out and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not

that thy whole body should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off and cast it from thee: for it is profitable

for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.” 

In the attempt to discourage ministers from dwelling upon this dreadful reality, I have heard people refer to them as being “Hell,

fire, and damnation preachers.” This ought to be a compliment to the conscientiousness of the minister. That proves that he is declaring

the whole counsel of God. That means that he is not trimming his sails to catch the breeze of passing popularity. 

Woe unto the minister who succumbs to the wants of the people instead of the will of God. We ought to obey God rather than men.

Men didn’t call the preacher into the ministry; God called him. His first loyalty is to the Lord. You might as well make fun of a medical

doctor by saying that he believes in cancer, tuberculosis, and polio. Why, certainly he does, and he would not be true to his practice

if he disregarded these dreadful realities simply to soothe the minds of his patients. 

I began my ministry at the age of thirteen. As a youngster, in the course of preparing sermons, I would think some thoughts that for

the moment would frighten me. Some of these thoughts I never voiced in the course of the message. I thought that perhaps it would

be better to store them and let time judge their validity. I want to express a thought now that I felt was true in my teens, but then I

surmised that mature reflection would eliminate it. However, after these many years in the ministry, I find it to be true. This is it, if

a man believes that there is no hell, he is going there when he dies. For if there is no hell, then Christ is a liar and He cannot be our

Redeemer. For a man to say that there is no hell makes Christ a liar, and He cannot be that man’s Saviour. It is not a pleasant thought

that man can so sin so as to be separate from God forever. But the word of God is infallible, and its teaching is  inerrant. We may not

understand the ramifications of this tragic truth, but if we want to eliminate its deadly results on us, then let’s quit arguing about it and

head for the cross. 

(continued inside)



I. THE REALITY OF HELL-

Jesus did most of the teaching on the doctrine of  hell. He said

more about it than any other person in the Bible. 

- After the parable of the tares He said, “The tares shall be cast 

into the furnace of fire” (Matthew 13:42). He was referring to

unsaved people. 

- After the parable of the fish He said, “The unsaved shall be

cast into a place where there is weeping and wailing and

gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 13:50). 

- He called hell “outer darkness” in the case of the

unprofitable servant (Matthew 25:30). 

- He says to the unsaved, “Depart from me, ye cursed, into

everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew

25: 41). 

- He said, “These shall go away into everlasting punishment”

(Matthew 25:46). 

- He told the Pharisees that when they made a proselyte, they

made him a child of hell (Matthew 23:15). 

- He said to them, “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how

can you escape the damnation of hell?” (Matthew 23:33). 

No one can forget the realistic description that Christ gives

concerning hell in the sixteenth chapter of Luke. Remember, this

is not a parable. Jesus tore a page out of the book of eternity and

gave us a picture of life on the other side of the grave. The

unsaved man went to hell immediately after his death (v. 23). 

K He could see in hell (v. 23). 

K He could speak in hell (v. 24). 

K He could feel in hell (v. 24). 

K He could think in hell (v. 25). 

K  The man was conscious in hell; he was not engaging in soul

sleeping. Jesus taught that there was no help in hell (v. 26). He

taught that men go there for not repenting (v. 30). 

The principle of hell is not only written in the Bible, it is

inherent in everything that we see around us. For every good thing

in life can be inverted to produce sorrow and disaster. And the

better the thing is, the greater its potential for producing calamity

and despair. For example, fire is a wonderful blessing. It heats the

house, it makes food edible, it produces energy for commerce.

That is the heaven side of fire. But fire also possesses its hell side.

It can burn the house down; it can destroy lives; it can fall on a

city in the form of an atomic bomb. Water has its heaven side —

a cold drink of water, a running brook, a swim on a hot day. But

water has its hell side. Some years ago in Galveston, Texas, the

hand of nature reached into the Gulf and poured water on the land

and hundreds died. That’s the hell side of water. 

Marriage can be heaven or hell. A beautiful home, where two

people love each other supremely, is heaven. A home where two

people wrangle and endure one another is hell. 

The doctrine of hell is woven into the warp and woof of our

existence. 

The Bible teaches that there will be degrees in hell. Everyone

will not suffer alike. When I began my ministry 26 years ago, I

would exhort the sinner that if he did not plan to go to heaven, his

wisest course would be to live it up. Pay no attention to the moral

laws; fill the cup of iniquity to the brim, because there would be

no good times in hell. But more mature reflection has changed my

views. Now I say, if the sinner is not going to heaven, live a good

life, pay your debts, be ethical, be moral, for the hell of the good

man will not be the same as the hell of the wicked man. 

Jesus clearly taught that this was so. Speaking about the scribes

who devour widows’ houses, He said, “These shall receive the

greater damnation” (Mark 12:40). And when He was upbraiding

the cities, He said, “Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee,

Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had

been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago

in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you, It shall be more

tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for

you” (Matthew 11:21,22). 

But let me say this, and let’s not forget it, that men and women

do not go to hell for anything that they do on the moral level. If

men went to hell for getting drunk, God is unjust. It would be like

putting a man in the penitentiary for life for stealing a loaf of

bread. If men go to hell for committing adultery or for murder,

then God is unjust. It would be like sending a man to the gas

chamber for running a red light. Men are not going to hell for any

sin that they commit on the moral level. Men will experience hell

on this earth for their sin; a bitter conscience and dull regrets

testify to this for those who do wrong. Men go to hell for rejecting

Christ. Jesus placed salvation on the level with man’s rejection of

the way of salvation. Now there will be murderers in hell and

thieves and good men, but they are not there for their sins; they are

there because they would not avail themselves of the remedy of

redemption. Hitler is not in hell for killing the Jews; he is there for

rejecting Christ. The only sin that sends men to hell is rejecting

Christ. 

The reason hell is such a horrible truth is that it will put men out

of position. Man was made for God, and to have to suffer eternal

separation from God forever is what makes hell. Man was made

for God like the lungs were made for air. Man was made for God

like the ear was made for sound or the eye for color. Take, for

example, a bird and a fish. A bird in the air is in heaven; a fish in

the water is in heaven. But place the bird in the water and the fish

in the air, and you produce hell for both. So man was made for

God, but when a man refuses the offer of mercy, then by his own

will he separated himself from God forever. That is what makes

salvation so imperative. 

II. THE RESIDENTS OF HELL -

The child of God will not be there. No one who has ever been

saved will be in hell. God will discipline His own in His own

sovereign way, but He will not send any of His children to hell.

Some years ago I was preaching on this subject and the next day

I received a telephone call. The gentleman at the other end of the

line told me that he did not find my sermon logical. He said, “I

have two sons; I love those boys with all of my heart. Sometimes

they disobey me and I have to discipline them. But no matter how

they hurt me, I would never send them to a place of eternal

punishment. I am just an earthly father; God’s love is as superior

to mine as the mountains are above the earth and I don’t believe

that God would send any of His children to hell.”

I agreed with him and said, “My friend, I did not say that God

would send His children to hell. I agree with you. That is why I

believe in ‘once saved always saved.’ I said that God would send

the devil’s children to hell so that they can be with their papa.”

“Oh,” he said, “don’t you believe that all men are God’s

children? Didn’t He make us?” 

“Jesus didn’t believe that all men are God’s children,” I

replied. “In John 8:44, Jesus told the good moral Pharisees,

‘Ye are of your father the devil.’ So Satan has some children.

I believe that God made us, but He also made snakes and

buzzards— is He their father? There’s a difference between

creatorhood and fatherhood. God is the Creator of life, but the

Father only of those who have been born into His family. None of

God’s children will be in hell.” 

The open sinner will be there. We are told that men who live

without Christ will be there because they rejected Jesus. The

drunkard and the murderer and the liar will be there. The man who

lived as if there were no God, no Christ, no church, no Ten

Commandments, no cross, no Holy Spirit, no heaven, no hell, will

be there. Not because of his sins, for the cross could have taken

care of those, but because of his willful rebellion against Christ. 

Man is the only creature that defied God. Everything else in

nature obeys His voice. When God said, “Let there be light,” it

was so. When God said, “Let fish swim in the sea, birds fly in the

air, beasts roam in the field,” it was so. When God said to a fig

tree, “Wither and die,” it was so. But man can shake a fist of dust

in the face of God and rebel against His will and go to hell. God

does not want any man to go to hell. When an unsaved man dies,

God must stand by the coffin and say, “I didn’t plan it that way.”

“As I live,” saith the Lord, “I do not delight in the death of

the wicked.” The Lord willeth that none should perish, but that all

should come unto repentance. God is interested in the salvation of

every person upon the face of the earth. His interest is manifested

in nature, in man, in the Bible, in the cross, in the church, and God

continually insists that man should come unto Him and be saved. 

The good moral man will be there. The Pharisees were good

moral men, but the Lord told them that the drunkard and the harlot

will be in heaven ahead of them (Matthew 21:31). Men are not

saved by being good. The best in human goodness is like filthy

rags in the sight of God. The Lord can accept nothing short of

perfection. God is all that, and man can never be that. The Lord

does not disparage human goodness; it is fine on the moral and

human level. The divine ire is provoked when a fragile human

attempts to substitute human goodness for divine righteousness. 

We often say that man was made in the image of  God, but this

is not actually so. Adam was made in the image of God, but the

rest of us are made in the image of fallen Adam. Only salvation

restores the image of God in man. 

The unsaved church member will be there. Men are not

converted by the reading of the label. The reality of Christ must be

inside the bottle. If the devil cannot keep you from being religious,

then he will suggest that you substitute church membership for

eternal salvation. Many people reject Jesus by joining a church.

The church is wonderful and has its place, but it is not identical

with salvation any more than a wedding ring is marriage. The ring

symbolizes marriage, but it is not marriage. The scribes and the

priests and the Levites were religious men, but they were not

Christians. Judas was religious, but he wasn’t saved, There is no

substitute for “Ye must be born again.” 

The procrastinator will be there. This is the man who had good

intentions. He came to church, he listened, but he postponed

decision to a mythical tomorrow. This man was not against the

church, and he did not pride himself in his moral achievements. He

knew full well the implications of the gospel message. He knew

full well that redemption is rooted in Christ, not in conduct. He

was in the courtship period with Jesus, but he never got married to

Christ. The seed of the Scripture had been sown in the soil of the

soul. It had been warmed by the rays of divine love, and watered

by the tears of human concern. He did not deride salvation nor

vilify its message. He just waited. He said, “Tomorrow.” Oh,

friends, there is no promise in the Bible of a tomorrow salvation.

“Now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.” God’s

clock says “now”; the devil’s clock says “tomorrow.” 

I plead with you who need to say yes right now. If you plan to

do it some day, do it today. All there is between you and hell is

just a heartbeat. Don’t gamble on a heartbeat. Open your heart to

Christ. You will never regret it; it will be the finest hour of your

life. 

III. THE REDEMPTION FROM HELL -

 The purpose of the Crucifixion is to reveal the love of God

and reflect the horrible nature of rejecting Christ. Some surmise

that there can be no hell since God’s love is a proven fact in the

realm of human experience. But the love of God is made evident

through the cross. The only way that anyone could accuse God of

not having love would be for there to be no way out of hell. God

doesn’t allow our sins to be enough to send us to hell. For

although sin is wicked and sordid, some would find reasons for sin

in the light of their environment. 

 Sin is real, and it hurts, and sometimes it hurts for a lifetime,

and it is no respecter of persons. It will hurt the saint as well as

sinners, but because of the cross, it is not sufficient to send a man

to hell. 

 If a man were sent to hell for drunkenness, he could plead at

the bar and say, “My father drank and my grandfather drank. They

made me drunk when I was a little boy. As I grew, every time I

had troubles, I tried to solve them through drink.” But God would

say, “I foresaw that, and since My Son died on the cross, sin

cannot send the soul to hell. But if you reject My Son, if you can

stoop low enough to reject crucified love, and since your rejection



would be your refusal to accept My remedy, then you must go to

hell by your own hand.” 

 Let me put it this way - Suppose I were a physician, and I

would diagnose the case and say to my patient, “My friend, you

have a horrible disease, and there is a remedy for it, but it is very

expensive. It costs a million dollars. Do you have a million

dollars?” 

 The patient would say, “Sorry, Doc, I would love to live, but

I do not have that kind of money, so I must die.” 

 Let’s imagine that I would say, “Now you lie quietly. I am

going to see what I can do.” Imagine that I would go everywhere

attempting to raise a million dollars. I would borrow, and

mortgage, and finally I would raise the money. Then, after three

days, I would come to the patient’s house, tired and weary, and I

would say to him, “My friend, I have good news for you. I have

secured the remedy for you. I mortgaged and borrowed everything

I had. I will spend the rest of my life paying it back. Look! I have

secured healing for you! Now take it and you will be well.” 

 Suppose the patient would take the bottle with the expensive

fluid, look at it for a moment, then dash the bottle on the floor, and

the liquid would run in every direction. Could he raise his finger

in the doctor’s face and say, “Doc, if I die, it will be your fault”?

We would say that a man like that deserves to die. How, my

friends, can sinners push God’s remedy aside and blame Him for

not loving them because a hell exists. A hell does exist, but so

does the remedy, and God pity the wickedness of the hard heart

that makes light of that provision that cost God His only begotten 

Son on a cruel cross. We would say that any man who refuses that

remedy deserves to die forever in the pits of hell. 

 We do not know what hell is. The Bible calls it “outer

darkness...weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth...the

bottomless pit...a place where memory burns for ever...eternal

dying but never dead.” But I think the summation of all of these

is revealed by what Christ said when dying on the cross. He

became sin for us and on the cross suffered hell for every man. In

the midst of that experience, He cried, “My God, My God, why

hast Thou forsaken Me?” 

 That’s what hell is. It is eternal separation from God. How

horrible! To be forsaken from God forever. To suffer eternal

lonesomeness. 

 K No church bells ring in hell. 

K No Bible in hell. 

K No Holy Spirit in hell. 

K No hymns in hell. 

K No sermons announcing the good news of God’s grace in

hell. 

My friend, hell is no place for human beings. God never

intended for human beings to spend eternity there. God prepared

hell for the devil and his angels. But if man refuses heaven, he

must live somewhere forever, so he chooses hell. Don’t forget

it — if you refuse Christ as your Saviour, you will suffer in hell

forever what Christ suffered on the cross during the hours of

darkness. 

 But there is no need for this. The way of salvation has been

provided for everyone. Come to the Saviour, and you will never

know the reality of hell. God is pleading for you. Christ, with

nail-pierced hands, is pleading for you. The Holy Spirit is pleading

for you. The Bible is pleading for you. The saints who are gone

are pleading for you. The angels in heaven are pleading for you.

The church, with her hymns and sermons and services, is pleading

for you. 

 K Every star in heaven tells you of the Bright and Morning

Star who saves you from hell. 

K Every flower is proclaiming the story of the Lily of the

Valley who saves from hell. 

K Every stone in the field is pointing to the Rock of Ages

who saves you from hell. 

K Every river is God’s love in motion. 

K Every mountain is God’s love piled up. 

K Every star is God’s love in diamond. 

K Every flower is God’s love in bloom. 

K Every bird is God’s love on the wing. 

Oh, friend, how can you dodge all these messages of affection

and plunge your soul into eternal desolation? Run to the cross.

Throw yourself on the mercy of the cross. 

K He knows your weaknesses; He can forgive those. 

K He knows the past; He can forget that; 

K He knows your problems and can fortify you for them. 

K He knows the future. 

 Only Jesus, only Jesus, can do helpless sinners good. 

Tell me not, O infidel, 

There is no heaven or hell. 

A solemn murmur, within the soul 

Tells of a world to be, 

Like sinners hear the billows roll, 

Before they reach the sea. 

Tell me not, O infidel, 

There is no saving Christ. 

When seas their angry billows fling. 

How sweet to lean on what He said; 

How humbly to His cross we cling. 

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS
9 GETTYS PURCHASE $5.5 MILLION HOME IN 

NASHVILLE - The profit for contemporary worship music can be

massive. Keith and Kristyn Getty have purchased a $5.5 million

mansion in Nashville. This information was provided to us by a

Re-Max agent based on information available online. The Gettys

partner with Stuart Townend in Getty-Townend Music (GTM).

The Getty-Townend hymn “In Christ Alone” has become one of

the most famous hymns ever written, with an estimated 40 to 50

million people singing it in church services each year. The Gettys

host massive, rocking music programs at Nashville’s Opry House.

Purposefully bridging sacred and contemporary music, they are

drawing large numbers of “fundamentalists” into the contemporary

orbit. 

Many of the Getty-Townend songs are included in Majesty

Music’s Rejoice Hymns. Twenty-nine of their songs are featured

in Hymns Modern and Ancient, published by Heart Publications,

a ministry of Steve Pettit Evangelistic Association and compiled

by Fred Coleman who heads up Bob Jones University’s

Department of Church Music. Both Crown Baptist College and

West Coast Baptist College, the two of the largest independent

Baptist Bible colleges, have performed Getty-Townend material

in their services. 

Since the Gettys have no clear boundaries in music or

association, they are a bridge to the “broader church” with all of

its great dangers. The Gettys don’t believe in separation. They are

positive-only, non-judgmental. They are representative of

evangelicalism today, at the heart of which is “a renunciation of

separatism,” as Harold Ockenga stated it in the 1940s. The Gettys

are people that say they love sound doctrine, but they don’t

separate from heresy, yoking with Roman Catholics and others

who hold “damnable heresies” (II Peter 2:1). They don’t draw

clear lines as the Bible requires. They don’t speak out against error

and issue warnings as the Bible demands -

“Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to

be right; and I hate every false way” (Psalm 119:128). 

“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of

darkness, but rather reprove them” (Ephesians 5:11). 

“Now I beseech you, brethren, MARK THEM which cause

divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have

learned; and avoid them” (Romans 16:17). 

Instead, they keep everything on an upbeat, positive note.

Obviously this is a financially profitable path. 

9 BILL GATES PROPOSES NEW RELIGION OF 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE - In a recent interview,

Microsoft founder Bill Gates proposed that AI (artificial

intelligence) will solve the world’s problems and possibly become

a new religion. He said, “The potential positive path [of AI] is so

good that it will force us to rethink how should we use our time.

You can almost call it a new religion or a new philosophy of how

do we stay connected with each other, and not be addicted to these

things that will make video games look like nothing in terms of

the attractiveness of spending time on them. ... It’s fascinating that

issues of disease, and enough food, and of climate--if things go

well--those will largely become solved problems” (Gates,

“Possibility, AI, and Humanity,” Reid Hoffman’s Possible

podcast, Oct. 31, 2024). 

Bill, whose net worth is said to be $104 billion, is one of the

prominent examples of Jesus’ warning about a man who gains the

whole world and loses his own soul. A voracious reader, he has

neglected the one Book that really matters, which is the Bible. It

is filled with prophecy, and the key to understanding Bible

prophecy is the normal-literal method of interpretation. The same

Book that described Christ’s first coming in great detail--including

His birthplace and lowly condition, miracles, preaching, ministry

in Galilee, rejection by Israel, corrupt trial, beating, crucifixion,

mocking, sacrificial suffering and shedding of blood, death,

resurrection, and ascension--describes Christ’s second coming in

just as much detail. That the prophecies of His first coming were

fulfilled literally and perfectly is irrefutable evidence that the

prophecies of His second coming will be fulfilled in like manner.

His coming will be preceded by a time of global trouble greater

than that of any previous time. In the very opening scenes of that

time “there shall be famines, and pestilences” (Matthew 24:7-8),

debunking Gates’ fantasy that disease and lack of food will no

longer be realities. 

As for climate, the earth will be the scene of massive

destruction: “The first angel sounded, and there followed hail

and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth:

and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was

burnt up. And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great

mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third

part of the sea became blood; And the third part of the creatures

which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of

the ships were destroyed. And the third angel sounded, and there

fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it

fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of

waters; And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the

third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died

of the waters, because they were made bitter” (Rev. 8:7-11). 

That is only a small part of what Bible prophecy describes for

the future. It is far wiser to trust the eternal words of Jesus Christ

than any mere man. 

We pray that Mr. Gates will bow his knees to the God who

gives him “life, and breath, and all things” (Acts 17:25) and will

put his confidence in Jesus Christ as the only Lord and Saviour

(John 14:6) and in the great atonement He has made for mankind.

“And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only,

but also for the sins of the whole world” (I John 2:2). 

9 CHRISTIAN SCHOOL BANNED AND BLACKLISTED 

AFTER GIRLS TEAM FORFEITS GAME OVER TRANS

OPPONENT - A Vermont Christian girls basketball team is

continuing to face major consequences after athletes refused to

play against a team that had a biological male athlete who

identifies as transgender. Mid Vermont Christian School, a K-12

institution in Quechee, Vermont, has been permanently banned

from the Vermont Principals’ Association (VPA), the body

overseeing athletics in the state, because the school operates its

athletic program consistent with its religious beliefs about

sexuality and gender.

Last year, the Mid Vermont Christian School girls’ basketball

team declined to play against a team that included a biologically

male player. “The Mid Vermont Christian Girls Basketball team

qualified for their state-sponsored sports league playoff

tournament,” Ryan Tucker, an attorney at Alliance Defending

Freedom (ADF) representing the school, told CBN News. “And

when they were looking at the seedings, they knew that the team

that they were paired up against had a biological male who was

professing to be female.”



School officials reportedly contacted the VPA in advance to

express safety and religious concerns about competing against a

biological male, but they were not given another option to play a

different competitor, so they were forced to forfeit the game.

“And, as a result, the state punished them by kicking them, not just

obviously out of that tournament, but out of the sports association

entirely,” Tucker said. “And so their girl sports season ended and

they’ve been kicked out of that league.”

The VPA also “blacklisted” the school from all state-sponsored

events in the state including co-ed academic competitions like the

Geo-Bee, Science and Math Fair, and Debate and Forensics

League.

VPA officials argued that the school violated its policies

regarding gender, race, and disability awareness and said it would

refuse to let the school back into the league unless it updated its

policies.

The ADF filed a federal lawsuit asking the league to reinstate

the school into the league. U.S. District Court Judge Geoffrey

Crawford denied them readmittance. In September, the school,

students, and parents filed a lawsuit with the U.S. Court of

Appeals for the 2nd Circuit citing that VPA’s actions violated the

students’ First Amendment rights. The lawsuit points out that

while Mid Vermont has been penalized for their stance, three

schools within the VPA have been allowed to forfeit games to

avoid competing against a player who had a mask exemption,

without consequences.

“The VPA cannot wield such unbridled discretion, accept when

schools forfeit games for secular reasons, and then expel Mid

Vermont for forfeiting a game based on its religious beliefs. Nor

can the VPA exclude ‘an otherwise eligible religious school from

a public benefit solely because of its religious exercise,’” the

opening brief states.

These types of forfeits are happening in other places too,

including the collegiate level, and the fight for women’s safety

continues to be a battle on the field and in the courts.

Jesus Paid It All:
The Story Behind The Hymn

Jesus Paid It All was written under unusual circumstances.

Did your mind ever wander during a Sunday service? Perhaps

you started thinking about other things - maybe what occurred last

week, or plans for the coming week or what you will be doing

later that day. Something like that happened to the writer of a

familiar hymn.

On a hot summer Sunday morning in 1865, Mrs. Elvina Hall

(1820-1889) was found in her accustomed place in the church

choir loft. But as the pious words of the Reverend Schrick’s prayer

droned on and on, her thoughts drifted to other things. She

pondered the meaning of the cross, and the storied scene flashed

before her mind’s eye.

High upon a rocky crag, three crosses scarred the afternoon sky.

On the outer gibbets, hung two notorious thieves. Below, Roman

soldiers drank and gambled, waiting for death to overtake the poor

wretches suspended above them. It was a public execution, but far

more significant than they imagined at the time. Suddenly, the air

grew dense and an eerie darkness invaded the scene.

As the soldiers gazed about them in superstitious dread, a

triumphant cry pierced the gloom. It came from the figure on the

centre cross. One word, in the Greek tongue: “Tetelestai!” Then

He was dead. That shout of victory Christ uttered as He died is

usually translated “It is finished!” (John 19:30). But it had

another meaning back then. It was an accounting term. When a bill

was paid, it was commonly stamped with the word “Tetelestai,”

meaning Paid in Full.

And that is precisely what the death of Christ accomplished.

“[He] bore our sins in His own body on the tree,” says Peter

in I Peter 2:24. 

“He Himself is the propitiation [the full satisfaction of God’s

justice] for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole

world,” (I John 2:2). 

The groaning weight of all the world’s sin was laid on Christ at

Calvary. He bore it in our place.

As the pastor’s prayer continued, Mrs. Hall took up her hymn

book and, turning to a blank page inside the cover, she began to

write. Afterward, she presented the pastor with some simple lines

of poetry - not likely telling him when they were written! Glancing

at them, the pastor was reminded of something that had happened

just that week. The church organist, John Grape (1835-1915) had

composed a new hymn tune, with no words in mind. He passed it

on to Pastor Schrick, suggesting they might find a use for it in

future.

Stepping into his study, the pastor laid Mrs. Hall’s poem next

to the lines of music. In surprise, he saw they fit one another like

hand in glove. “Indeed, God works in mysterious ways!” he

thought. (Little did he know!) The words and tune have been

partners ever since, in the hymn, “Jesus Paid It All.”

Through the song, we confess our inability to save ourselves,

and our utter dependence on what Christ accomplished on the

cross.
“Nothing good have I

Whereby Thy grace to claim

I’ll wash my garments white

In the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb.

And when, before the throne,

I stand in Him complete,

‘Jesus died my soul to save,’

My lips shall still repeat.”

The refrain emphasizes the “paid in full” value of the cross.

 “Jesus paid it all,

All to Him I owe;

Sin had left a crimson stain,

He washed it white as snow.”

That is the gospel of grace - that God, in love, did for us what

we could not do for ourselves. 

“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in

Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 

“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten

Son [to die in the sinner’s place], that whoever believes

in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Because Jesus paid it all. Tetelestai! Paid in full!

Patton’s Prayer:
Dec.22, 1944

Many know the story of

General Patton’s prayer for better

weather in order to more

efficiently kill the Germans in the

winter of 1944. Few know of his

Christmas Greeting that was

issued along with the prayer.

Contrary to popular belief, the

prayer was not ordered to be

written during the Battle of the

Bulge. It was on the 14th of

December that General Patton had the famous exchange with

Chaplain O’Neill to write a prayer for good weather and to give a

copy to each member of the Third Army. The Chaplain mentioned

that it’s not a customary practice to pray for clear weather in order

to kill fellow men.

Patton’s response was direct, “Chaplain, are you teaching me

theology or are you the Chaplain of the Third Army? I want a

prayer.”

After working out the logistics, each member of the Third Army

(approximately 250,000 at the time) was issued a small card on the

22nd of December, 1944. By this time, the Battle of the Bulge was

underway.

On one side of the card was the famous prayer:

“Almighty and most merciful Father, we humbly beseech

Thee, of Thy great goodness, to restrain these immoderate

rains with which we have had to contend. Grant us fair

weather for Battle. Graciously hearken to us as soldiers who

call upon Thee that, armed with Thy power, we may advance

from victory to victory, and crush the oppression and

wickedness of our enemies and establish Thy justice among

men and nations.”

When Patton originally ordered the cards made, some of the

General’s men convinced him to include a Christmas greeting for

the troops. It was at this time Patton took a seat at his desk beneath

the contemporary ceiling fans and penned something special. On

the reverse side, the card had a personal message from the

General:

To each officer and soldier in the Third United States Army,

I wish a Merry Christmas. I have full confidence in your

courage, devotion to duty, and skill in battle. May God’s

blessing rest upon each of you on this Christmas Day.

    G. S. Patton, Jr.

    Lieutenant General

    Commanding, Third United States Army

The next day, the weather cleared and remained perfect for

about six days while the Third Army pushed North to relieve the

101st Airborne at Bastogne.

Upon reviewing the weather, Patton said of the Chaplain,

“...Look at the weather! That O’Neill sure did some potent

praying. Get him up here. I want to pin a medal on him.”

The next day, the Chaplain made it to Patton’s office.  He shook

the Chaplain’s hand and said, “Chaplain, you’re the most popular

man in this Headquarters. You sure stand in good with the Lord

and the soldiers.” Chaplain O’Neill then received a Bronze Star

Medal.

On Christmas Day, Patton wrote in his journal that the day

“dawned clear and cold; lovely weather for killing Germans,

although the thought seemed somewhat at variance with the spirit

of the day.”  Patton went on to write how they managed to provide

every soldier with turkey. Those in the front had turkey

sandwiches while everyone else had hot turkey.

LEST WE FORGET...

Ever wonder why Veteran’s

Day is on the 11th and does not

change?

- Because World War One

ended on the 11th month on the

11th day on the 11th hour.

Today, I saw a man selling

poppies stop a lady and asked if

he could reposition her poppy. While doing so he told the lady she

should wear the poppy on the right side. 

The red represents the blood of all those who gave their lives.

The black represents the mourning of those who didn’t have

their loved ones return home.

And the green leaf represents grass and crops growing and a

future of prosperity after the war destroyed so much. 

The leaf should be positioned at 11 o’clock to represent the 11th

hour of the 11th day of the 11th month the time that World War

One formally ended. 

He was worried that the younger generation wouldn’t

understand this and his generation wouldn’t be around for much

longer to teach them. 

We must remember those from our current wars to. 

For those who do not know, the 11th day of the 11th month is

Veteran’s Day... 
- copied


