AND THE PEOPLE CAME...

- Week of April 21, 2024 -
Sunday School 16
Sunday Morning Service 32
Sunday Evening Service 18
Wednesday Eve., 04/24//24 Service 13

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
- Week of April 21, 2024 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ---------------------- $ 1.724.10
Children’s SS Missionary Offering ------- $ 10.26

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 04/21/24: $ 1,734.36
- Weelk of April 14, 2024 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ---------------------- $ 1.736.14
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 04/14/24: $ 1,736.14

- Week of April 7, 2024 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ---------------------- $ 1.496.17

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 04/07/24: $ 1,496.17

- Week of March 31, 2024 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ---------------------- $ 226235
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 03/31/24: § 2,262.35
- Week of March 24, 2024 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ---------------------- $ 1,182.54
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 03/24/24: § 1,182.54
Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed for church
operating expenses EACH WEEK, as a minimum = $ 1,600.00

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED

1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be
paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon
Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all
your sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and
sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, Who can save you from the
penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a
simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise
to save you, and thank Him for His salvation.
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Debra Carlton, Mickie Shatwell, Lois Mae Floyd --------------------—- Pianists
Derek Quinnelly Greeter
Kim Phillips; Shirley White/LeAnna White; Berdena Bergman/Debra
Carlton; Daniel Avery/GiGi Avery; & Keith Shufelt --------------- Teachers
Larry & Mary Byars Outreach

Keith Shufelt

Men’s Prayer Group

GinaMarie Shufelt Ladies Bible Study/Flowers
Seth White Sound/Video
Larry Byars, Derek Quinnelly, David Smith ------------------e-eeemueeee Trustees
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0 ver the last several years, I have become convinced that unless there is a deep-seated, far-reaching change in the average
Independent Baptist church, the vast majority will be contemporary-emerging within a decade or two.

Take New Hope Baptist in Burlington, North Carolina, for example. It is a fairly conservative Independent Baptist church. The
dress is conservative. They don’t preach false doctrine. They pray for revival. They try to reach souls for Christ. They have all of the
typical programs, such as Sunday Schools, youth ministries, and missions support. They preach holy living. They have special prayer
meetings, which is more than most churches have today. There are doubtless many sincere and godly saints in the congregation. I have
no doubt that the pastor is a sincere man who knows the Lord and truly wants to see spiritual revival. We have the same Lord and
Saviour. We have the same Bible. From the bottom of my heart, I thank the Lord for every good thing that is in this church, and there
are many.

But all of the good things that this church represents are not sufficient to make it the church that it needs to be today to build the
type of individual saints, families, and youth disciples we need, and it is not sufficient to stop the slide toward the
contemporary-emerging church.

That slide will be the result of such things as the following:

@& Contemporary Southern Gospel and General Carelessness and Ignorance about the Music Issue. In the case of the churches
that participated in the Burlington Revival, they say they are opposed to “contemporary Christian music,” but they love contemporary
Southern Gospel. They don’t love the Gettys; they love the Gaithers (or people like the Gaithers). But there isn’t two cents worth of
difference between the world of contemporary worship and the world of contemporary Southern Gospel. It is fleshly music that gets
the people emotionally addicted to honky tonk, ragtime rhythms and even pure rock & roll. Southern Gospel also yokes the church’s
people into association with the likes of the Gaithers and the National Quartet Convention crowd, and a more radically ecumenical
crowd does not exist. The Burlington crowd got offended at my suggestion that they are ecumenical, but anyone who is hooked into
Southern Gospel is holding hands with and playing footsie with ecumenists and is on a fast road to full-blown ecumenism.

In a recent message on “How to Continue in Revival,” Pastor Randy Hobbs of New Hope Baptist Church said, “In too many
churches you can’t tell the church song from the Honky Tonk.” Not being properly educated about sacred music, and not being willing
to get educated with material that is readily and even freely available, the pastor doesn’t understand that he is talking about his own
church. About 20 years ago I preached at a church in Cowpens, South Carolina, and the music was raucous honkytonk S. Gospel
powered by a white-haired grandmother pianist that would put any 1920s barroom ragtimer to shame. After the service, the elderly
pastor asked me what I thought of the music, and I replied, “It is boogie woogie.” He exclaimed, “I don’t want boogie woogie.” I said,
“That’s what you’ve got, pastor.” I never heard from him again.

There is not any significant difference between rock & roll and the specials that are sung at New Hope and the music that is sung
by visiting evangelists such as C.T. Townsend. Having been born and raised in the South, saved in the South, educated in the South,
and begun preaching in the South, I have watched as Baptist churches there have grown ever weaker over the past 30 years, and one
of the major reasons is the influence of Southern Gospel and the worldly, ecumenical baggage that it carries. I refuse to have anything
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to do with it. Even 20 years ago, I wouldn’t have preached in the
church at Cowpens had I known what their music was like. I feel
much stronger about this today.

@ Biblical Shallowness in the Preaching and in the Lives of
the People. 1 have listened to the preaching, and it is not the type
of preaching that builds people up in God’s Word. Those who sit
under this type of preaching do not grow strong in Bible
knowledge. They are not even accustomed to trying to learn
something new from the sermons, because there is not much
biblical substance. It’s pretty much grabbing a text as a launching
pad and then whooping and hollering. The people get almost zero
education in context, word definitions, etc. The fruit of this type
of ministry is evident in the answer to the following question:
How many of the church members are serious, effectual Bible
students who know how to study the Bible, who know sound
principles of Bible interpretation, who know how to use tools such
as Strong’s Concordance and Treasury of Scripture Knowledge
and a good Bible dictionary? How many of the young people are
serious, effectual Bible students? If a church is biblically shallow,
it has a weak spiritual foundation that makes it impossible for it to
stand against the spiritual, moral, and doctrinal dangers that are
encroaching from all sides in this day and time. It might continue
to stand for a while out of tradition, but the next generation will
fold like a house of cards.

@ Quick Prayerism. This is an evangelistic methodology that
is quick to get people to pray a “sinner’s prayer” after a shallow
gospel presentation and usually without dealing with the necessity
of repentance. It is quick to pronounce those people saved and
give them “assurance” even if they give no biblical evidence of
having been born again. Quick Prayerism is characterized by soul
winning reports that are grossly exaggerated, since the number of
real, life-changing conversions are small compared to the overall
statistics. Quick Prayerism was on display at the Burlington Tent
Revival when the workers dealt with strangers for a few minutes
during an invitation then pronounced these people saved. It is
impossible to deal with a stranger properly in 10 or 15 minutes at
an altar during a high pressured “invitation” atmosphere driven by
hyped-up invitation exhortations and sensual, emotion-driving
music. Quick Prayerism is on display in these churches by the way
that children are dealt with, in how they are pronounced saved and
received into church membership without clear evidence of
salvation, and how it is often even looked down on to doubt their
salvation later on.

@& Jgnorance about Important Issues Facing the Churches.
The prophet Hosea bemoaned the fact that “my people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hos. 4:6). This is exactly what
is happening in the average Independent Baptist church. There is
widespread ignorance about important issues such as
contemporary music, New Evangelicalism, the Southern Baptist
Convention, Reformed theology, reconstructionism,
charismaticism, Neo-orthodoxy, Darwinian and theistic evolution,
contemplative mysticism, and the emerging church. The average
congregation isn’t well-grounded and properly-taught. Rather,
they are shallow and largely ignorant of important issues facing

God’s people today. The parents aren’t properly educated by the
church so they can effectually train, disciple, and protect their
children.

This problem is a reflection on the pastors. Not only are they
themselves ignorant of important issues, oftentimes they are
willfully and boastingly ignorant. When a church member starts
getting a proper education and approaches the pastor about various
important issues, the pastor isn’t challenged to become a more
serious student and teacher. Rather, he treats the church member
as a trouble maker. About 15 years ago my pastor rented a table at
the Southwide Baptist Fellowship annual conference for two or
three years running. He offered Bible study books such as the Way
of Life Encyclopedia of the Bible and Christianity and Things
Hard to Be Understood and seriously-researched books on issues
such as music and New Evangelicalism. Though the books were
deeply discounted, there was pathetically little interest by the
hundreds of preachers in attendance. The Apostle Paul was a
passionate student to the end of his life. Even during his final
imprisonment he urged Timothy to “bring the books” (II Tim.
4:13). How far removed the average Independent Baptist pastor is
from this godly example, and nowhere is this more true than in the
South! Ignorance is a recipe for apostasy. We desperately need
preachers who will walk a different path than the typical
“southern” traditional style preachers who will be serious students
and serious teachers, both of God’s Word and of every issue that
is relevant to God’s people today. Serious training material is
readily available. What is lacking is the will to pursue this
business with sacrificial passion. God’s Word is clear about a
preacher’s responsibility in this regard. See, for example, First
Timothy 4:6, 13; II Timothy 2:15; 4:13; Titus 1:10-11; & Jude 3.

@& Entertainment-oriented Youth Ministries. Instead of
serious discipleship and serious Bible training, the young people
in the average Independent Baptist church are being entertained to
death. Typically, the youth ministry is a Christianized version of
the world. It is a lot of entertainment shellacked with a veneer of
Bible. At best, the average young person stands on the fence with
one foot in the world. His daily life does not reflect passionate
love for and obedience to Jesus Christ. If you look at what he
loves to do and how uses his free time, you don’t see a real
disciple of Christ. You see a worldly young person who knows
how to “talk the talk” when necessary. This is the rule, whereas it
should be the exception.

@& Maligning Warning and Biblical Reproof. A friend in the
South wrote recently to give the following observation in regard
to the Independent Baptist churches he has visited over the years.
The all caps are in the original. “I don’t think 98% of Independent
Baptist churches have ANY type of warning ministry in their
preaching and teaching. ... I'm talking about SIMPLE statements
of warning here, not a ministry of warning.” My warnings about
Burlington were treated as carnal junk and dismissed out of hand.
Not only do most Independent Baptist preachers not give clear
warnings, they believe that warnings are largely unnecessary and
probably wrong. It is typical among fundamental Baptist churches
today for godly reproof to be treated as‘‘casting stones,” “‘shooting

the wounded,” “touching the Lord’s anointed,” and other such
things, none of which are principles that can be supported from
Scripture. A pastor told a friend recently that warnings such as
those I give “probably do more harm than good.” This pastor
considers himself to be conservative and Scripturally solid, yet he
thinks it is harmful to give warnings about preachers who are
leading God’s people astray. When warnings are given about
something like the downgrade of music standards or shallow
evangelism methodology or the error of building an Independent
Baptist “friendship unity” on the basis of treating certain biblical
issues as “non-essentials,” those warnings are despised and the
reprover is maligned. That is a recipe for spiritual destruction.
When Israel demanded that the prophets preach smooth things, her
downfall was already sealed (Isaiah 30:10).

@& Soft Separatism. Another reason why I am convinced that
the average fundamental Baptist church will be well down the
emerging path within 10-20 years is the prevalence of “soft
separatism.” Soft separatism is separatism that is ineffective to
protect the Lord’s people from spiritual dangers. It is
characterized by professing to believe in separation but doing
things that make the separation ineffective, such as avoiding
“negativism and criticism”; avoiding dealing with “personalities”;
refusing to issue clear warnings; refusing to educate the church
about biblical separatism; refusing to distance oneself properly
from those who are headed in a wrong direction in order to cut off
the leaven of compromise from one’s personal life and family and
church; and messing around with dangerous things such as
contemporary music, Southern Gospel, and compromised authors.
Soft separatists are more concerned about the danger of
“divisiveness” and are more desirous of getting along with the
brethren than about standing for the truth, if such a stand proves
to be unpopular. B

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS

d SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH WORSHIPS TO
HOMOSEXUAL ROCK ANTHEM - The following is excerpted
from “SBC Megachurch Starts New Sermon Series,” Disntr, Apr.
15, 2024:

“David Hughes, the president and CEO of Church ... by the
Glades in Coral Springs, Florida, has successfully turned the
organization into a highly profitable carnival act. Rather than
providing spiritual sustenance through the gospel, Hughes is
preoccupied with putting on a spectacle. Week after week, we
have reported that this church, which remains in fellowship with
the Southern Baptist Convention and the powers that be,
blasphemes God with its worldly performances and secular music.
This past weekend, Church by the Glades opens a new sermon
series on ‘Family’ by worshiping to a popular anthem that is used
to open the vast majority of ‘pride’ festivals around the nation.

According to one article in Rhino, the band Sister Sledge
openly embraced the fact that their song had become such a
popular LGBTQ anthem. ‘When Joni Sledge died in 2017, the
website TheOutFront.com opened their obit of the singer by
saying, ‘Every gay man who’s ever been on a dance floor or

attended a Pride Parade knows the words to We Are Family. In
fact, it’s practically required for getting one’s official Gay Card.””
(4 NATIONAL CENTER ON SEXUAL EXPLOITATION’S
“DIRTY DOZEN?” - The following is excerpted from Christian
Headlines, Apr. 12, 2024:

“Roblox, Spotify, and Meta’s Instagram are popular among
children, and they’re also popular among sexual predators
according to a new report by the National Center on Sexual
Exploitation that placed all three companies on its 2024 Dirty
Dozen List of mainstream contributors to sexual abuse and
exploitation. The game-playing app Roblox, according to the
report, exposes children to ‘highly sexualized content and themes’
and has been used by countless predators to sexually abuse and
exploit minors.

. The music service Spotify includes ‘sexually explicit
images, sadistic content, and networks trading child sex abuse
material,’

... Meta’s platforms--Instagram, Facebook, Messenger and
WhatsApp--have consistently been ranked as ‘the top hotspots for
ahost of crimes and harms,” including pedophile networks sharing
child sex abuse material, exploitative algorithms promoting
children to adults, sex trafficking and image-based sexual abuse,
the report says.

... Apple also made the list. It abandoned plans to detect child
sex abuse material on iCloud, the report says. Further, it refuses to
‘turn on Communication Safety for teens by default.””

d RUSSIA TARGETING UKRAINIAN CHRISTIANS;
HUNDREDS OF CHURCHES DESTROYED - The following is
excerpted from the Baptist Press, Apr. 9, 2024:

“[Southern Baptist leaders in America have joined Ukrainian
Baptist leaders in issuing] a letter urging House Speaker Mike
Johnson to ‘consider the plight of Christians’ suffering brutality
at the hands of invading Russian forces in Ukraine. The Ukrainian
leaders are Yaroslav Pyah, president of Ukrainian Baptist
Theological Seminary, and Valerii Antoniu, president of The
Baptist Union of Ukraine. ‘“The Russian government’s decision to
invade Ukraine and to target Baptists and other evangelical
Christians in Ukraine has been a tragic hallmark of the war,” the
letter noted. A systematic erasure of ‘faithful Christians in
occupied areas of Ukraine’ has included threats, torture and the
removal of pastors, even retired ones who are considered too
Western and not sufficiently pro-Russia.

... At least 270 houses of worship, religious educational
institutions and sacred sites were either destroyed or damaged
during the first five months of the war that began in February
2022.

Experts believe it is not a case of collateral damage, but a step
toward Russia eventually weaponizing religion and using it as a
propaganda tool. Religious organizations are allowed to exist once
they ‘fully and publicly support the authorities, namely their
military actions,” said Ruslan Khalikov, a Ukrainian religious
expert...” ll



