
AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
- Week of March 29, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $     1,764.94 

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 03/29/26: $    1,910.29

- Week of March 22, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $       901.34

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $       145.35

Love Offering, Dr. Phil Stringer ---------------- $        100.00

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 03/22/26: $    1,146.69

- Week of March 15, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $     2,530.85

Missionary Daniel Charland --------------------- $        246.00

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 03/15/26: $    2,676.86

- Week of March 8, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $        872.53

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 03/08/26: $       872.53

 - Week of March 1, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $    2,646 .85 

Nathaniel White Benevolence Fund ------------ $        400.00

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 03/01/26: $    3,192.20

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed for
church operating expenses EACH WEEK,

as a minimum = $ 1,700.00
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SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES:

Sundays -
9:45 a.m. --------------------------- Sunday School

 10:50 a.m. ------------------------- Morning Service

     6:30 p.m. ------------------------- Evening Service

Wednesdays -
7:00 p.m. ------------------------- Evening Service

Bi-Monthly -
 11:00 a.m. or 3:30 p.m. ------ Ladies Bible Study

                        - 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month

Church Directory
Todd W. White --------------------------------------------------------------- Pastor

Debra Carlton, Mickie Shatwell ----------------------------------------- Pianists

Derek Quinnelly -----------------------------------------------------------  Greeter

Shirley White; Berdena Bergman/Debra Carlton; Daniel Avery/GiGi

Avery; Derek Quinnelly/Larry Byars -------------------------------  Teachers

Larry & Mary Byars ---------------------------------------------------  Outreach

GinaMarie Shufelt --------------------------------- Ladies Bible Study/Flowers

Seth White ------------------------------------------------------------ Sound/Video

Larry Byars, Derek Quinnelly, Daniel Avery ------------------------ Trustees

AND THE PEOPLE CAME... 
- Week of March 29, 2025 -

Sunday School --------------------------------------------- 18 

Sunday Morning Service ---------------------------------- 40

Sunday Eve. Service -------------------------------------- 18

Wednesday Eve. Service ------------------------------ 09

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be

paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon 

Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all your

sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and

sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith

the Lord Jesus Christ, Who can save you from the

penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a

simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise

to save you, and thank Him for His salvation. 

DON’T FORGET TO BE HERE TONIGHT
   AS WE CONTINUE TO STUDY -

LISTEN TO -

             ABIDINGRADIO.ORG
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JOIN US THIS WEEK - APRIL 5th - 8th  

TO HEAR AN EXPOSE’ ON :

THE GROWING DANGER

OF ANTI-SEMITISM

TOPICS COVERED:

‘‘‘‘ Sunday School, April 5: “What Is Replacement Theology?” 
‘‘‘‘ Sunday Morning, April 5: “One Gospel For All Men” 
‘‘‘‘ Sun. Evening, April 5 @ 6:30 PM: “God’s Purpose For Israel”
‘‘‘‘ Mon. Evening, April 6 @ 7 PM: “God’s Eternal Covenant with Israel” 
‘‘‘‘ Tue. Evening, April 7 @ 7 PM: “Israel’s Cycle of Judgment & Restoration”
‘‘‘‘ Wed. Evening, April 8 @ 7:00 PM: “Antisemitism in the Bible & History”

PRESENTED BY:

Dr. Phil Stringer
Vice President

Dayspring Bible College & Seminary

Mundelein, Illinois

DON’T MISS THIS!
Everyone Welcome. Nursery Provided For Children Through Age Three.

LiveStreaming: 
www.facebook.com/pg/SouthHeightsBaptistChurchOfSapulpa/video 



Why I Am Convinced

That The Confusion

Over Bible Versions Is

Part Of Satan’s Master

Plan
- Conclusion -

F or the past few weeks, I have been sharing with you some 

things that God has laid on my heart about the current

condition of Christendom, the condition the church will be in

immediately prior to the Rapture, and how Satan is preparing

mankind for his one-world religion under the Antichrist as found

in the Book of The Revelation.

We have covered several things regarding how that I am

convinced that one of the biggest, if not THE biggest, ways in

which the devil is preparing mankind for the one-world religion

of the Antichrist is by an upcoming attack on the veracity of the

Bible on a massive scale. In short, I believe that the confusion

over Bible versions is part of that Master Plan, and, when the

timing is just right, it is your pastor’s conviction that Satan will

use the secular media to present what they will call “conclusive

proof” that the Bible is a man-made book. 

When that happens, I believe, the remaining legs of the table

that holds up society will be knocked out, and the effectiveness of

Christians who have an uncorrupted Bible will be dealt a severe

blow with regard to evangelism, church growth, and even keeping

hold of those in their churches that are on the fringe. As Bible-

based Christianity, which is already fading and having a very

difficult time even maintaining, goes into a tailspin, chaos and

anarchy will ensure, forcing the “people of faith” - the ones who

had their corrupted “bible” shown for what it really is - will have

to resort to all kinds of gimmicks to keep people and recruit new

members. 

Now, while the type of religions hype and hucksterism that

many of us decry and deplore is already taking over modern

Christianity through things like the Emergent Church Movement,

the modern neo-Pentecostal (aka “Charismatic”) Movement, the

Seeker Sensitive Movement, and all the rest, what’s going to

happen after “The Big Announcement” regarding the Bible’s

origins will make what people like Joel Osteen, Bennie Hinn,

Rick Warren, Ronnie Floyd, and all the rest of the charlatans in

Christendom today look like stoic orthodoxy by comparison. 

I also mentioned how that the people will need to be primed

properly in order to get them to accept the Antichrist and his

demonic henchmen, and how this is being rapidly accomplished

through the continued and ever-increasing manipulation and

brainwashing of the masses through all kinds of means, including

the following: 

9999 The Incredible Number of Occultic and Occult-based 

Cartoons, TV Programs, Movies, & Games  for Children

Available Today.  

9999 The Rapid Increase In “Fantasy” Motion Pictures That 

Have Characters That Are Part Human, or Not Human At All. 
9999 The Acceptance Of Experience Over And Above All Else 

In Matters Of Faith

 9999 The Rapid Rise And Acceptance Of The “Emergent 

Church” Movement Among Churches Today. 

and -

 9999 The Numerous “Historical Fiction” Novels, TV Shows, 

and Movies. 

In other words, beloved, the devil has to turn this matter of

faith away from the infallible, inspired, inerrant Word of God into

something that focuses on the visceral level - on how people feel,

on their experience, and on the mystical, even occultic, side of

spirituality. And, without the bedrock of Scripture to rest on,

religious faith and practice will readily accept any form

of reliability, or permanence, and that will come in the form of a

man - the Antichrist. 

Without the Bible as the foundation of truth, mankind, which

is designed by God to need to be grounded in Himself and His

Word, will reach out for ANYTHING that even looks sort of real,

and steady, and promises hope.

This is how the Antichrist will take over - when mankind has

what they think is no other choice, when they think that there is no

true faith because the Bible has been debunked as a myth and an

assembly of fairy tales, when they’ve lost all hope - THIS MAN

will come on the scene offering HOPE and CHANGE, and this

time, mankind, having fallen for it before in America, will fall for

it WORDLWIDE.

Let us heed well the inspired words of the Apostle Paul:

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not

come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of

sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and

exalteth himself above all that is called God,

or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth

in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God...

...For the mystery of iniquity doth already work:

only he who now letteth (the Holy Spirit) 

will let (hinder the Antichrist), until he (the Spirit of

God) be taken out of the way. And then shall that

Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with

the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the

brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is

after the working of Satan with all power and signs and

lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of

unrighteousness in them that perish; because they

received not the love of the truth, that they might be

saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong

delusion, that they should believe a lie (that the AC is

THE Christ): that they all might be judged who believed

not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness”

- II Thessalonians 2:3-12

“He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.
Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” 

- Matthew 28:6

Hallelujah!



And Judas Iscariot....
by J. Wilbur Chapman

(1859-1917)

“And Judas Iscariot..” (Mark 3:19)

T
        here is something about the name of this miserable 

  man which commands our attention at once. There is a

sort of fascination about his wickedness, and when we

read his story it is difficult to give it up until we have come to its

awful end. It is rather significant, it would seem to me, that his

name should come last in the list of the Apostles, and the text,

“And Judas Iscariot,” would suggest to me not only that his name

was last, but that it was there for some special reason, as I am sure

we shall find out that it was. It is also significant that the first

name mentioned in the list of the Apostles in this third chapter of

Mark was Simon, who was surnamed Peter. 

The first mentioned Apostle denied Jesus with an oath, the one

last referred to sold him for thirty pieces of silver and has gone

into eternity with the awful sin of murder charged against him. 

The difference between the two is this: their sins were almost

equally great, but the first repented and the grace of God had its

perfect work in him and he was the object of Christ’s forgiveness;

the second was filled with remorse without repentance and grace

was rejected. The first became one of the mightiest preachers in

the world’s history; the second fills us with horror whenever we

read the story of his awful crime.

Different names affect us differently. One could not well think

of John without being impressed with the power of love; nor could

one consider Paul without being impressed first of all with his zeal

and then with his learning. Certainly one could not study Peter

without saying that his strongest characteristic was his enthusiasm.

It is helpful to know that the Spirit of God working with one who

was a giant intellectually and with one who was profane and

ignorant accomplished practically the same results, making them

both, Paul and Peter, mighty men whose ministry has made the

world richer and better in every way. But to think of Judas is

always to shudder.

There is a kindred text in this same Gospel of Mark, but the

emotions it stirs are entirely different. The second text is, “And

Peter.” The crucifixion is over, the Saviour is in the tomb, poor

Peter, a broken- hearted man, is wandering through the streets of

the City of the King. He is at last driven to the company of the

disciples, when suddenly there rushes in upon them the woman

who had been at the tomb, and she exclaims, “He is risen, has

gone over into Galilee and wants his disciples to meet him.” This

was the angel’s message to her. All the disciples must have hurried

to the door that they might hasten to see their risen Lord--all save

Peter. And then came the pathetic and thrilling text, for the woman

gave the message as Jesus gave it to the angels and they to her,

“Go tell his disciples - and Peter.” 

But this text, “And Judas Iscariot,” brings to our recollection

the story of a man who lost his opportunity to be good and great;

the picture of one who was heartless in his betrayal, for within

sight of the Garden of Gethsemane he saluted Jesus with a

hypocritical kiss; the recollection of one in whose ears to-day in

eternity there must be heard the clinking sound of the thirty pieces

of silver; and the account of one who died a horrible death, all

because sin had its way with him and the grace of God was

rejected. 

The scene connected with his calling is significant. Mark tells

us in the third chapter of his Gospel that when Jesus saw the man

with the withered hand and healed him, he went out by the seaside

and then upon the mountain, and there called his Apostles round

about him, gave them their commission and sent them forth to do

his bidding. 

In Matthew the ninth chapter and the thirty-sixth to the

thirty-eighth verses, we are told that when he saw the multitudes

he was moved with compassion, and he commissioned the twelve

and sent them forth that they might serve as shepherds to the

people who appeared to be shepherdless. “Then saith he unto his

disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few;

pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth

laborers into his harvest.” And then he sent the twelve forth. As

a matter of fact the Scriptures concerning Judas are not so very

full, but there is a good outline, and if one but takes the points

presented and allows his imagination to work in the least, there is

a story which is thrilling in its awfulness. 

The four Evangelists tell us of his call, and these are practically

identical in their statement except concerning his names.  Matthew

and Mark call him the Betrayer; Luke speaks of him as a Traitor,

while John calls him a Devil. The next thing we learn concerning

him is his rebuke of the woman who came to render her service to

Jesus as a proof of her affection. In John the twelfth chapter, the

fourth to the sixth verse, we read, “Then saith one of his

disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, which should betray him,

Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and

given to the poor? This he said, not that he cared for the poor,

but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was

put therein.” 

Next, we hear of him bargaining with the enemies of Jesus for

his betrayal. The account is very full in Matthew, the twenty-sixth

chapter the fourteenth to the sixteenth verse.  “Then one of the

twelve called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, and said

unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto

you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.

And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.”

Then we are told of his delivering Jesus into the hands of his

enemies,  in Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter, the forty-seventh

to the forty-ninth verses: “And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one

of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude, with swords

and staves,  from the chief priests and elders of the people. Now

he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I

shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast. And forthwith he came

to Jesus, and said, Hail, Master; and kissed him.” And then

finally comes his dreadful end, the account of his remorse in

Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter, the third and the fourth

verses. “Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that

he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the

thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I

have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they

said, What is that to us? see thou to that.” And the statement of

his suicide in Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter, the fifth verse,

“And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and

departed, and went and hanged himself.”

The natural question that comes to every student of the life of

Judas must be, “Why was he chosen?” but as Joseph Parker has

said, “We may well ask why were we chosen ourselves, knowing

our hearts as we do and appreciating our weakness as we must.” 

It has been said that if we study the Apostles we will find them

representatives of all kinds of human nature, which would go to

show that if we but yield ourselves to God, whatever we may be

naturally, he can use us for his glory. It was here that Judas failed. 

I have heard it said that Jesus did not know Judas’ real character

and that he was surprised when Judas turned out to be the disciple

that he was; but let us have none of this spirit in the consideration

of Jesus Christ. Let no man in these days limit Jesus’ knowledge,

for he is omniscient and knoweth all things. Let us not forget what

he said himself concerning Judas in John the thirteenth chapter and

the eighteenth verse, “I speak not of you all; I know whom I have

chosen; but that the Scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth

bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.”  Again, in the

sixth chapter and the seventieth verse, “Jesus answered them. 

Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” and

finally, in the sixth chapter and the sixty-fourth verse, “But there

are some of you that believe not.  For Jesus knew from the

beginning who they were that believed not, and who should

betray him.” 

There were others who might have been chosen in his stead. 

The Apostles found two when in their haste they determined to fill

the vacancy made by his betrayal. In Acts 1:23-26, “And they

appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed

Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord,

which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two

thou hast chosen, that he may take part of this ministry and

apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he

might go to his own place. And they gave forth their lots; and the

lot fell upon Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven

apostles.” 

It seems to me that there can be no reason for his having been

called of Christ except that he was to serve as a great warning to

those of us who have lived since his day. There are many such

warnings in the Scriptures.

Jonah was one. God said to him, “Go to Nineveh,” and yet,

with the spirit of rebellion, he attempted to sail to Tarshish and we

know his miserable failure. Let it never be forgotten that if

Nineveh is God’s choice for you, you can make no other port in

safety. The sea will be against you, the wind against you. It is hard

indeed to struggle against God.

Jacob was a warning. Deceiving his own father, his sons in

turn deceived him. May we never forget the Scripture which

declares, “Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap.”

Esau was a warning.  Coming in from the hunt one day, weary

with his exertions, he detects the savory smell of the mess of

pottage, and his crafty brother says, “I will give you this for your

birthright,” which was his right to be a priest in his household; a

moment more and the birthright is gone; and in the New

Testament we are told he sought it with tears and could find no

place of repentance. But many a man has sold his right to be the

priest of his household for less than a mess of pottage, and in a

real sense it is true that things done cannot be undone.

Saul was a warning. He was commanded to put to death Agag

and the flock, and he kept the best of all the flock and then lied to

God’s messenger when he said that the work had been done as he

was commanded. He had no sooner said it than, behold, there was

heard the bleating of the sheep, and the lowing of the oxen. “Be

sure your sin will find you out.”

The New Testament has many warnings like these in the Old,

but Judas surpasses them all. There is something about him that

makes us shudder.

It is said that in Oberammergau, where the Passion Play is

presented, the man taking the character of Judas is always avoided

afterwards. He may have been ever so reputable a citizen, but he

has been at least in action a Judas, and that is enough.

I was once a pastor at Schuylerville, N. Y., where on the

Burgoyne surrender ground stands a celebrated monument. It is

beautiful to look upon. On one side of it in a niche is General

Schuyler, and on the other side, if I remember correctly, General

Gates; on the third, in the same sort of a niche, another

distinguished general is to be seen, but on the fourth the niche is

vacant. When I asked the reason I was told that “It is the niche

which might have been filled by Benedict Arnold had he not been

a traitor.”

The story of Judas is like this. He might have been all that God

could have approved of; he is throughout eternity a murderer, and

all because grace was rejected. Numerous lessons may be drawn

from such a story. Certain things might be said concerning

hypocrisy, for he was in the truest sense a hypocrite.  Reference

could be made to the fact that sin is small in its beginnings, sure

in its progress, terrific in its ending, for at the beginning he was

doubtless but an average man in sin, possibly not so different from

the others; but he rejected the influence of Christ. Or, again, from

such a character a thrilling story could be told of the end of

transgressors, for hard as may be the way the end baffles

description. Judas certainly tells us this. 

However much of a warning Judas may be to people of the

world, I am fully persuaded that there are four things which may

be said concerning him:

First: He Gives Us a Lesson as Christians. There were many

names given him. In Matthew the tenth chapter and the fourth

verse, and in Mark the third chapter and the nineteenth verse, we



read that he was a betrayer; in Luke the sixth chapter and the

sixteenth verse he was called a traitor; in John the sixth chapter

and the seventieth verse he is spoken of as a devil, but in John the

twelveth chapter and the sixth verse he is mentioned as a thief.  To

me however one of the best names that could be applied to him is

that which Paul feared might be given to him when he said, “Lest

when I have preached to others I myself should be [literally]

disapproved” (I Corinthians 9:27). It is indeed a solemn thought,

that if we are not right with God he will set us aside, for he cannot

use us. I have in mind a minister, who once thrilled great numbers

of people with his message. Under the power of his preaching

hundreds of people came to Christ. There was possibly no one in

the Church with a brighter future. To-day he is set aside, for God

cannot use him. I have in mind a Sunday school superintendent,

who used to be on every platform speaking for Christ, and then

yielded to undue political influence of the worst sort, lost his

vision of Christ and his power in speaking, and to-day is set aside.

But of all the illustrations, I know of nothing which so stirs me as

the story of Judas. He might have been true and faithful and he

might have been with Christ to-day in glory; instead, he is in hell,

a self-confessed murderer, with the clinking of the thirty pieces of

silver to condemn him, and his awful conscience constantly to

accuse him.  It is indeed enough to make our faces pale to realize

that, whatever we may be to-day in the service of God, we can be

set aside in less than a week, and God will cease to use us if we

have anything of the spirit of Judas. 

Second: I Learn Also from Judas That Environment Is Not

Enough for the Unregenerate. It is folly to state that a poor lost

sinner simply by changing his environment may have his nature

changed. As John G. Woolley has said, “it is like a man with a

stubborn horse saying, ‘I will paint the outside of the barn a nice

mild color to influence the horse within.’”

The well on my place in the country some years ago had in it

poisoned water. It was an attractive well with a house built around

about it, and the neighbors came to me to say that I must under no

circumstances drink from it. What if I had said, “I will decorate the

well house that I may change the water?” It would have been as

nonsensical as to say, “I will change the environment of a man

who is wicked by nature, and thereby make him good.” Judas had

lived close to Jesus, he had been with him on the mountain,

walked with him by the sea, was frequently with him, I am sure,

in Gethsemane, for we read in John the eighteenth chapter and the

second verse, “And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the

place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples.” He

was also with him at the Supper. But after all this uplifting,

heavenly influence of the Son of God he sold him for silver and

betrayed him with a kiss. Nothing can answer for the sinner but

regeneration. His case is hopeless without that. 

Third: Hypocrisy Is an Awful Thing. The text in Galatians is

for all such. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked.” Those words

in Matthew in connection with the sermon on the Mount are for

such, when men in the great day shall say, “Have we not

prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out Devils?

and in thy name done many wonderful works?” Jesus will say,

“I never knew you.” If we read the commission in Matthew the

tenth chapter the fifth to the twentieth verses inclusive, we shall

understand that these Apostles were sent forth to do a mighty

work, and evidently they did it. Judas had that commission, and he

may have fulfilled it in a sense, but he is lost to-day because he

was a hypocrite. The disciples may not have known his true

nature. In John the thirteenth chapter the twenty-first to the

twenty-ninth verses we read,

“When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit,

and testified and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that

one of you shall betray me. Then the disciples looked one

on another, doubting of whom he spake. Now there was

leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, whom

Jesus loved. Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that

he should ask who it should be of whom he spake. He then

lying on Jesus’ breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it? Jesus

answered, He it is to whom I shall give a sop when I

have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he

gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after

the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto

him, That thou doest, do quickly. Now no man at the table

knew for what intent he spake this unto him. For some of

them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said

unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the

feast; or that he should give something to the poor.” 

Which would seem to impress this thought upon us. Oh, may

I say that it is a great sin to be untrue? The only time that Jesus is

severe is not when sinners seek him out, nor when the woman

taken in adultery is driven to him by those who would stone her

with stones, nor with the thief on the Cross, but when he faces

hypocrites; he can have no tenderness for them.

Fourth: I Learn from Judas That Sin Is of Slow Progress.

There may have been first just a natural ambition. He thought that

the Kingdom of Jesus was to be a great temporal affair, and he

desired to be a part of it. How many men to-day have wrecked

their homes and all but lost their souls, because of unholy

ambitions! It may be an ambition for your family as well as for

yourself. Doubtless Jacob had such when he stopped at Shechem. 

The result of his tarrying was his heart-breaking experience with

the worse than murder of his daughter. There are souls to-day in

the lost world who were wrecked upon the rock of ambition. 

Fifth: He Was Dishonest. It is a short journey from unholy

ambition to dishonesty. The spirit of God Himself calls him a

thief. But, 

Sixth: Let it Be Known That While Sin Is of Slow Progress, it

Is Exceedingly Sure.  In the twenty-second chapter of Luke and

the third to the sixth verses we read that Satan entered into Judas.

It seems to me as if up to that time he had rather hovered about

him, tempting him with his insinuations, possibly causing him to

slip and fall in occasional sins, but finally he has control and then

betrayal, denial and murder are the results.

I looked the other day into the face of a man who said to me,

“Do you know me?” and I told him I did not, and he said, “I used

to be a Christian worker and influenced thousands to come to

Christ. In anunguarded moment I determined to leave my ministry

and to become rich. My haste for riches was but a snare.  I found

myself becoming unscrupulous in my business life and now I am

wrecked, certainly for time--oh,” said he, “can it be for eternity?

I am separated from my wife and my children, whom I shall never

see again.” And rising in an agony he cried out as I have rarely

heard a man cry, “God have mercy upon me! God have mercy

upon me!”

There are but three things that I would like to say concerning

Judas as I come to the end of my message.

The First Is That He Was Heartless in the Extreme. It was just

after a touching scene recorded in Matthew the twenty-sixth

chapter the seventh to the thirteenth verses:

“There came unto him a woman having an alabaster

box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his

head, as he sat at meat. But when his disciples saw it,

they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste? 

For this ointment might have been sold for much, and

given to the poor. When Jesus understood it, he said unto

them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a

good work upon me. For ye have the poor always with you;

but me ye have not always. For in that she hath poured this

ointment on my body, she did it for my burial. Verily I say

unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the

whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done,

be told for a memorial of her.”  

It was after this that Judas went to the enemies of Jesus and

offered to sell him, and as if that were not enough, it was just after

he had left Gethsemane, in Matthew the twenty-sixth chapter the

forty-fifth to the forty- ninth verses, that he betrayed him with his

kiss. “Then cometh he to his disciples and saith unto them, Sleep

on now, and take your rest; behold, the hour is at hand, and the

Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be

going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me. And while he

yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a

great multitude, with swords and staves, from the chief priests

and elders of the people. Now he that betrayed him gave them a

sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him

fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, Master;

and kissed him.”  

The blood drops had just been rolling down the cheeks of the

Master, for he sweat, as it were, great drops of blood; and I can

quite understand how upon the very lips of Judas the condemning

blood may have left its mark. But do not condemn him; he is

scarcely more heartless than the man who to-day rejects him after

all his gracious ministry, his sacrificial death and his mediatorial

work of nineteen hundred years. 

Second: His Death Was Awful. Acts 1:18 says, “Now this man

purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling

headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels

gushed out.” I can imagine him going out to the place where he

is to end it all, remembering as he walked how Jesus had looked

at him, recalling, doubtless, some of his spoken messages, and

certainly remembering how once he had been with him in all his

unfaithful ministry. All this must have swept before him like a

great panorama, and with the vision of his betrayed Master still

before him he swings himself out into the eternity; and then as if

to make the end more terrible the rope broke and his body burst

and his very bowels gushed forth. Oh, if it be true that the way of

the transgressor is hard, in the name of God what shall we say of

the end? 

Third: I Would like to Imagine Another Picture. What if

instead of going out to the scene of his disgraceful death he had

waited until after Jesus had risen? What if he had tarried behind

some one of those great trees near the city along the way which he

should walk, or, possibly on the Emmaus way? What if he had

hidden behind some great rock and simply waited? While it is true

that he must have trembled as he waited, what if after it all he had

simply thrown himself on the mercy of Jesus and had said to him,

“Master, I have from the first been untrue; for thirty pieces of

silver I sold thee and with these lips I betrayed thee with a kiss;

but Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy upon me”? There

would have been written in the New Testament Scriptures the most

beautiful story that the inspired book contains. Nothing could have

been so wonderful as the spirit of him who is able to save to the

uttermost, and who never turned away from any seeking sinner,

and he would, I am sure, have taken Judas in his very arms; he,

too, might have given him a kiss, not of betrayal, but of the sign

of his complete forgiveness, and Judas might have shone to-day in

the city of God as shines Joseph of Arimathaea, Paul the Apostle,

Peter the Preacher.

The saddest story I know is the story of Judas, for it is the

account of a man who resisted the grace of God and must regret it

through eternity. ÷


